Secondary preventive health behavior.
A comprehensive model of secondary preventive health behavior, defined as the use of physician services for preventive care, is constructed which specifies the interrelationships among people's health beliefs, their health status, their accessibility to care, their sociodemographic characteristics, and their use of services. The model is tested by applying path analysis to a household survey of adult residents of Washtenaw County, Michigan. The results support the contention that many factors influence secondary preventive utilization, some principally directly and some largely indirectly through their effects on other variables. Accessibility to care, health status, health beliefs, and sex all directly influence use, while education and age have indirect effects. Income has indirect effects on use which, because they are in opposing directions, cancel each other out.